LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Government he was often consulted when difficult matters
arose in Ireland and he corresponded frequently with the
Irish officials. Sir Arthur Wellesley took a despondent
view of Irish affairs. The clouds of depression and dis-
couragement that hovered over all Government servants
in Ireland were already casting their sinister shadows over
his indomitable spirit. On the yth May he wrote to the
Home Secretary: "I am perfectly convinced that no politi-
cal measure which you could adopt would alter the temper
of the people of this country. They are disaffected to the
British Government, they don't feel the benefits of their
situation; attempts to render it better either do not reach
their minds or they are represented to them as additional
injuries; and in fact we have no strength but in our army."
Another Record Commission had been issued in 1806
and Lord Redesdale became a member of it. John Caley
was again appointed secretary, and it was to his mismanage-
ment that the disasters which finally overtook it were
generally ascribed. Its failure seems to have been due to
the fact that though the Commissioners were men of wide
and varied experience in their own branches of public
service they had not the special knowledge of the subject
which ought to have qualified them to deal with it. They
were chosen because their characters commanded the
respect and the confidence of the public, and they relied
too much on the learning and integrity of their expert sub-
ordinates, who neglected the general care of the Records,
for which they had been primarily appointed, and devoted
time and a vast amount of public money to preparing
and issuing printed copies of special rolls, deeds, etc. The
Commission expired a year after Lord Redesdale's death.
Charges of neglect, mismanagement and extravagance
had become so general and so serious that the House of
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